
The Glebe Gateway Signage Project is an exciting community initiative that seeks to 
introduce a welcoming installation at the corner of Bank Street and Chamberlain Avenue. 
Its aim is to create an engaging point of entry to our vibrant neighbourhood, one that 
reflects the pride of all who live and work in the Glebe and greets all who come to the 
area as visitors and patrons. The proposed location is a narrow parcel of land adjacent to 
the city-owned parking lot. The project will be financed by a revitalization fund from the 
Province of Ontario, the Glebe Business Improvement Area and Underground Sound.

Overseeing this project is a group of volunteer residents, stakeholders and professionals, 
including the following:

Sarah Viehbeck, President, Glebe Community Association

Lynn Barlow, Underground Sound

Allan Bateman, Property Owner

Dave O’Malley, Aerographics 

John Wright, Landscape Architect (CSLA, MCIP, RPP)

Christopher A. Leggett, Architect (OAA, MRAIC)

Robert Martin, Architect (B.Arch., OAA, MRAIC, CAHP)

Jonathan McLeod, Councillor’s Assistant, Office of Shawn Menard

Andrew Peck, Executive Director, Glebe BIA

The group formally convened for the first time in the spring of 2019 to consider what might 
work within the boundaries of the available space — one that offers some real challenges 
due to its size, proportion, and existing infrastructure. After research and consultations 
with city staff, the group then embarked on developing preliminary concepts and ideas 
meant to generate feedback leading to a direction that everyone can be proud of while 
enhancing the on-street experience.

In all, there are four concepts that reflect some unique perspectives on what is possible 
while offering various points of comparison. Collectively they lay out a groundwork for 
what might come. Comments and criticism generated by this transparent process we 
hope will lead to a direction that can then be tailored to the needs of the community and 
assessed for its viability before being fabricated and installed.

We are inviting all members of the Glebe community to share their point of view at 
feedback@intheglebe.ca. We are looking for your constructive insight into what you 
consider to be a preferred design or elements of each concept you believe are appealing 
or unworkable from your point of view. We are open to all suggestions and look forward 
to hearing from as many people in the community as possible.

Thank you to all the volunteers who have participated in this process thus far, and thank 
you in advance to all those providing us with the invaluable feedback to make this effort 
come to life.



CONCEPT A
GLEBE GATEWAY SIGNAGE

Stop and  
s i t  a  whi le .

There is no better way to say welcome than to ask a visitor to take a seat and relax at your 

front door. This take on The Glebe gateway sign is part you-are-here map, part living room 

sofa, part garden and part improv stage. With horizontal elements for welcome and rest and 

vertical elements for information and visibility, the design is meant to work day and night. 

The vertical map component is surface-lit, while other elements (the tower and naturally 

rusting COR-TEN steel seat back) are edge-lit with hidden lighting. Landscaping works to 

soften the harder edges of the design and screen the parking lot behind while inviting people 

to sit and rest. With multiple hard-surface levels, the design presents plenty of room and 

angles for photographers, strollers and spectators alike.

Glebe Gateway plan Designer ’s  notes

Designer ’s  sketch

Exist ing s i te



Colour, 
impact , 
d i rect ion.

In this concept, seven brightly coloured steel panels with cut-out letters to define a gateway wall 

and consolidate the visual clutter of the numerous lamps, signs and benches here, to visually 

anchor the corner. 

The panels are four feet high with the north end angled for optimum visibility to traffic moving in 

both directions. The panels have overlapping gaps  between so that the parking lot is not entirely 

hidden. As well they will have a linear top valance fitted with LED “rope” lighting to cast soft light 

down their faces and create a dramatic nighttime statement. Laser-etched surfaces will provide a 

subtle level of interpretation, depicting the streets within the neighbourhood, from up close.

Designer ’s  concept  sketch Exist ing parameters and proposed plan

Designer ’s  sketch

Exist ing s i te

Ear ly  concept  development

CONCEPT B
GLEBE GATEWAY SIGNAGE



Texture ,
deta i l  and
community.

The Glebe is known for its heritage churches, bridges and schools, as well as red brick 
rowhouses, stately homes and character-filled avenues. The iconic Aberdeen Pavilion and 
Glebe Community Centre are considered key landmarks in The Glebe skyline. Constructed 
of angled steel mounted on a series of low concrete walls, the design presents a changing 
view, through movement, to onlookers and demarcates The Glebe at one of its gateways. 
The design celebrates the interplay of styles, shapes, textures and details of The Glebe’s 
diverse architectural heritage as well as the organic street geography and character of 
this community. The imagery is distilled into panels made from laser-cut COR-TEN steel, 
designed to weather and provide a richly textured, oxidized, durable finish that continues to 
evolve over time.

Possib le  inc lusions for  panels

Glebe street  map Blessed Sacrament Church

The Rideau Condominium

St.  Matthew’s Church First  Avenue Publ ic  School

Glebe Community  Centre

Bank Street  Br idge

Aberdeen Pavi l ion

Houses of  “The Avenues”

Rich texture of  COR-TEN steel

Ear ly  concept  development images

CONCEPT C
GLEBE GATEWAY SIGNAGE

Exist ing s i te



Spel l  i t  out .

The use of oversized and colourful letters is a literal but easily understood technique for 

identifying places—a social media-friendly backdrop for photographs by tourists and visitors 

who want to let people know where they are. Made perhaps from cut and powder-coated 

steel sheets supported from behind. Bright colours speak to the diverse nature and history 

of The Glebe and tells visitors the neighbourhood is fun-loving and upbeat.

Letters in  sta in less steel  f in ish

Original ly  bui l t  near ly  100 years ago as a real  estate sales gimmick,  the Hol lywood sign has endured as the number one 
symbol  of  that  c i ty.  Today,  one can f ind s imi lar  g iant- letter  s igns in c i t ies and neighbourhoods around the world.

Letters in  ref lect ive chrome f in ish

CONCEPT D
GLEBE GATEWAY SIGNAGE

Exist ing s i te
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